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an extensive farmer, and the proprietor of a large iron furnace
in Raynham, Massachusetts. He was for many years, a repre-
sentative in the general court. Our late ex-governor is reported
as having borne a striking personal resemblance to his great-
grandfather. His grandfather, Capt. Israel Washburn, was a
resident of the same town of Raynham, served in the Revolu-
tionary War, was a member of the Massachusetts convention
that ratified the constitution of the United States, and was
repeatedly chosen to represent his people in the general court,
the New England name for legislature in the early days, and
frequently used at the present time. IHis father, Israel Wash-
burn, was born in Raynham, November 18, 1784; he moved to
Maine in 1806; stopped a brief time in several places, teaching
school, and following his trade as a ship builder. In 1809, he
purchased a farm and store in Livermore, where he continued
in trade till 1829, when he gave up his mercantile pursuits, and
spent the subsequent years of his life on his farm known as the
““Norlands.”” He represented his town in the legislature in
1815, 1816, 1818 and 1819, while Maine was a province of
Massachusetts. Ile died September 1, 1876, at the advanced
age of ninety-two years.

The mother of Mr. Washburn was a descendant, in the sixth
generation, from John Benjamin, who arrived in this country
on the ship ‘‘Lion’” in 1632, and was a proprietor of Cambridge;
but at an carly day settled at Watertown, where, in the fifth
generation from John, above mentioned, Samuel Benjamin, the
father of Mrs. Washburn, was born, February 3, 1753; he en-
tered the Revolutionary army in 1775, and participated in the
battles at Lexington, at Bunker IIill, at Monmouth, at York-
town, and at many others of lesser note, in the great struggle
for American independence. Iis whole term of service was
seven years, three months and twenty-one days. Lieut. Benja-
min beeame the fourth settler in Livermore in 1783, where he
continued to reside till his death, which occurred April 14, 1824.
He married Tabitha Livermore, of Waltham, Massachusetts,
January 16, 1782, and they raised a family of ten children, of
whom Martha, born October 4, 1792, became the wife of Israel
Washburn, March 30, 1812, and died May 6, 1861. Of this
mother of Gen. Washburn, a friend in Maine writes:  ‘‘She



